
 

Castlefield Forum is a voluntary, community group established in 2009 with the key aim of making 

Castlefield a better place for local residents, businesses, workers and visitors. 

Membership is open to anyone who lives, works or has an interest in Castlefield.   

 

Recognising the need to create a more formal structure, we made an 

application for charitable status and became a Charitable Incorporated 

Organisation (Associate model) in April 2019.  

 

The Forum meets quarterly and meetings are open to all. 

Our elected Trustees meet every 8 weeks and feed back to the wider Forum. 

The Trustees have an Action Plan with wide-ranging aims, events and activities.  

 

A number of Action Groups deliver various elements of the Action Plan and their purposes are set out in 

this document. 
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• To raise the profile of Castlefield within the city, to develop our own events and contribute to 

events organised by others.  

 

• To increase financial self-reliance for the Forum by developing Castlefield’s marketing potential, 

including improving our website. 

 

• To extend our programme of replacing damaged and out-of-date signage by producing new 

interpretative signs for new locations throughout the area. 

• To design and deliver an exciting, inspiring urban retreat for Manchester city centre.  

 

• Supporting the Friends of the Roman Gardens. 

 

• To work in conjunction with Friends of the Roman Gardens, Manchester City Council (MCC) and other local 

partners to keep the area attractive, green and tidy.  

 

• To work in liaison with MCC and local partners to present a credible entry to the ‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’ 

section of North West in Bloom, aiming for a Level 5 ‘Outstanding’ award. 

 

 
 

 

 

• To work with the National Trust to understand the spirit of Castlefield, including its value to the city of 

Manchester and beyond, its heritage, people, buildings, open spaces, structures, waterways and stories. 

Roman Gardens 

Events, Marketing, Media & Signage 

Gardening & Environment (Inc. Castlefield Litter Pickers) 

Spirit of Place 



2020 was almost completely dominated by Covid-19 with Action Groups unable to operate normally whilst 

complying with Government restrictions. 

We did however utilise our various social media channels to communicate and offer support to our 

members. 

We kept in regular contact with Ward Councillors and Officers from MCC Neighbourhoods Team to ensure 

that our community were aware of all available support channels. 

 

We continued to pursue the Roman Gardens Masterplan and secured a Neighbourhood Investment Grant 

of £8,000 to provide lighting to the North Gate reconstruction and contribute to the cost of surfacing a 

new east/west pathway. 

Contractor Laing O’Rourke who are developing The Factory in our neighbourhood have kindly agreed to 

provide their expertise, labour and equipment to create the new pathway. 

 

Work has continued behind the scenes on the Spirit of Place project and a draft vision for Castlefield in 

2030 is being prepared to share with members early 2021. 

 

We have been delighted to integrate Castlefield Litter Pickers with the Forum and the group’s founder, 

Gary Rumens was seconded as a Trustee in late 2020. 

Castlefield Litter Pickers have developed safe, socially-distanced practices to enable them to carry out 

regular clean-ups making a real difference in the area. 

 

Linked to the clean-ups, community members helped to install new “Why do you drop litter here?” signage 

around Castlefield as part of a pilot scheme by MCC and Keep Britain Tidy. 

 

Whilst only one open Forum was held during the year (in early March prior to lockdown), the Trustees 

have continued to meet virtually and having purchased the technology to host large scale virtual meetings 

have plans to host quarterly meetings on a virtual basis for the foreseeable future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2020 A Year in Review 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Organisation overview for the period ending 30 April 2020. 

 

Trustees who served during the year: 

 

Carol A Middleton    Chair 

Calum McGowan     Vice-Chair 

Giles A Grover         Treasurer 

James A Bowers      Secretary 

Beth R Hopper 

Deborah Hubbard 

Barbara L Hunter 

Ian McIlveen 

Louise A Pullan 

 

Office: Apt 319 Vicus, 73 Liverpool Road, Manchester M3 4AQ 

 

Auditor: Dan Coles FCCA 

 

Bankers: Co-operative Bank, Manchester 

 

 

 

Organisational Overview 


