
I first moved to Castlefield around 10 years ago and instantly fell in love with the history 
of our area, starting to attend Forum Meetings as I was intrigued to find out more and 
also get to know others in the community.

I became more involved around 2016 when I joined the ‘Save Plot G’ action group, and 
later the ‘Spirit of Place’ action group in its early stages as we were looking at 
stakeholders in the area and the longer term prospects for Castlefield.
Through this, I became friendly with our previous Secretary and Forum co-founder, Ian 
Christie.
When Ian unfortunately had to stand down in 2019, I was asked to stand as a trustee, 
subsequently agreeing to take over as Forum Secretary.
I have now undertaken this role for the last 2/3 years. It was very hard shoes to fill after 
Ian – I only cover a small portion of his original role, but I enjoy the part I am able to do.

I still live locally on Duke Street, and undertake my Forum work around my day-to-day 
job in the finance/training sector.

I have a passion for history and architecture, as well as wanting to feel more part of the 
community I live and watch it thrive. Although a lover of the past, I want to make sure 
Castlefield evolves into the future.

Therefore I hope to be able to continue my work as a Trustee in what I believe is going 
to become a changing and challenging new period for the Forum and Castlefield as a 
whole with our upcoming projects. I’m really excited that I could continue to be a part of 
it, and hope you agree to support me with your vote.

I became an adopted Mancunian as a University of Manchester student in the early 
2000s. Later moving into Castlefield and I am proud to have been able to call it my 
home for the last 11 years.

I began my work life with Manchester tourism board so have a long held passion 
for promoting, preserving and progressing the city. Something that has motivated 
me to be an active participant in my local community.

In 2017, alongside fellow neighbours, I was involved in establishing the Britannia 
Basin Community Forum and held the position of secretary. As part of the Forum I 
was involved the campaign to ensure the DOT building redevelopment, on 
Ellesmere Street, limited negative impacts on the surrounding streetscape. 
Successfully challenging the original planning application and working with the 
developers and architect to revise the scheme.

In addition I was involved in running a number of events across the Basin. Including 
creating a Britannia Basin walking tour, working with a local guide, to raise funds 
for the group and awareness of the area’s history. 

In 2019 I also became a trustee of Castlefield Forum and member of the Spirit of 
Place action group. Bringing my skills from a career in digital strategy, marketing 
and communications to the Forum. 

I am excited for the year ahead, especially the chance to realise the potential of 
the Castlefield Viaduct development working with the National Trust. Therefore I 
hope that with your vote I can continue to play an active role in the community for 
the benefit of residents, local business and visitors. 

James Bowers B Hunter
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