
A Castlefield resident since 2006 and adopted Manc since 
1996, I’ve been a huge fan of our neighbourhood for over 
30 years. From D:Percussion and visits to the Museum as a 
kid, right through to the present day, Castlefield means 
the world to me. 
  
After galvanising around the planning issues surrounding 
what was Jackson’s Wharf, I have been part of the Forum 
since its inception. For the last few years I have been the 
Vice Chair and along with other Trustees ensure we try 
and do what is best for Castlefield both for now and for 
the future. 
  
I lead the Spirit of Place action group which includes our 
2030 visioning and strategy work. Later this year we want 
to run a pilot scheme to help test some of the core facets 
of our strategy and to get more residents, businesses and 
organisations than ever involved in our work. 
  
I’ve also been involved over the years in the Roman 
Gardens project, including the successful crowdfunding 
bid which helped us to fund our successful planning 
application for the masterplan. 
  
My day job involves managing and developing software 
teams and I bring many years business leadership to my 
Forum role. Indeed, I see also how the two coalesce 
through efforts such as Corporate Social Responsibility and 
super keen we revive this once we are out of the 
pandemic. 
  
I’d love to continue my Trustee activities and hope you will 
support me. 

 

I have been a resident of Castlefield for 17 years now. 
 
My personal pride in this area, however, goes much 
further back because my family business was involved in 
the initial regeneration of the area and construction of the 
Castlefield Bowl and Roman Gardens. It is fantastic to see 
what a beautiful and popular place it has become as a 
home, workplace and visitor attraction. 
 
After a campaign against a current development, I was 
inspired by the passion and work put in by the trustees 
and volunteer members. I decided it was time that I also 
gave something back to my community, and I joined the 
committee – later becoming a trustee – about 3 ½ years 
ago. I brought skills gained working in marketing, 
communications and IT, and have been instrumental in 
setting up the website, managing the database and 
sending out communications. 
 
I’m still amazed at and inspired by the commitment, 
expertise and experience of all the people I’m fortunate to 
be working with at Castlefield Forum. 
 
I hope with your vote I can continue to support both the 
forum and community as I have been so proud to be able 
to do over my time as a trustee. 

 

I have lived in City Gate in Castlefield for over twelve years 
and I can't see myself ever leaving! I was first involved 
with the Forum around a decade ago, when I joined the 
campaign to protest against the plans to develop the 
Jackson's Wharf building into apartments and I was 
pleased to have played a small part in the victory for local 
residents, which culminated in the Wharf pub taking over 
the building. 
 
Following this, I became Castlefield Forum Treasurer in 
2012 and I have been in that role ever since. I feel (and 
hope) that I have helped contribute towards the Forum 
going from strength to strength over the years, and I was 
thrilled when we obtained charitable status in April 2019. 
 
I am a strong proponent of 'people power' and I was also 
on the Residential Management Company for my 
development from 2010 until 2019. I am now one of the 
leaders of Manchester Cladiators, a voluntary group giving 
voice to the residents of buildings, with serious fire safety 
issues, in Castlefield and across Greater Manchester, and 
we are actively campaigning to make our homes safe at no 
cost to the residents of the over 100 buildings we now 
represent. 
 
I would be delighted to continue as a Trustee if I am re-
elected. 

Calum McGowan Debbie Hubbard Giles Grover 
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